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(c) No roads shall be constructed
across wilderness areas unless per-
mitted by the authorized officer. Ac-
cess by routes or modes of travel not
available to the general public may,
when fully justified, be permitted by
written authorization of the authorized
officer. The authorization shall pre-
scribe routes and modes of travel which
will result in impacts of least duration
and degree on wilderness characteris-
tics, and at the same time, serve the
reasonable purposes for which the
lands are held or used.

§ 8560.4–4 Commercial services.
The authorized officer may permit

temporary structures and commercial
services such as those provided by
packers, outfitters and guides within
wilderness areas to the extent he/she
finds necessary for activities appro-
priate for realizing the recreational or
other wilderness purposes of the area.

§ 8560.4–5 Gathering information
about resources.

(a) Any person desiring to conduct
any activity for purposes of gathering
information about natural resources in
wilderness may do so provided it is car-
ried on in a manner compatible with
the preservation of the wilderness envi-
ronment. Where required by other law
or regulation, such person shall obtain
the necessary permits or authoriza-
tions. The authorized officer in grant-
ing such permits or authorizations
shall allow such activities, subject to
such restrictions as he/she may impose
to insure that they are carried on in a
manner compatible with the preserva-
tion of the wilderness environment.
This section shall not apply to mineral
prospecting under the
mining or mineral leasing laws con-
ducted prior to the date when the min-
ing and mineral leasing laws cease to
apply to the respective component of
the system. (See § 8560.4–6.)

(b) Any person desiring to use motor
vehicles, motorized equipment, mecha-
nized transport, or to land aircraft for
mineral prospecting or for gathering
information about resources, shall no-
tify the Bureau in writing. No form of
overland mechanical transport may be
used unless approved in accordance
with subparts 2920, 3045, 3209 or 3509 of

this title. If a permit is required, it
shall provide for the protection of pub-
lic land resources, including wilderness
characteristics, protection of the pub-
lic and restoration of disturbed areas,
and may provide for the posting of per-
formance bonds.

§ 8560.4–6 Mining law administration.

The United States mining laws shall
apply to each wilderness area under the
jurisdiction of the Bureau for the pe-
riod specified in the Wilderness Act
and subsequent establishing legislation
to the same extent they were applica-
ble immediately prior to the designa-
tion of the area as part of the National
Wilderness Preservation System.

(a) No person shall obtain any right
or interest in or to any mineral depos-
its that may be discovered through
prospecting or other information-gath-
ering activity after the date on which
the United States mining laws cease to
apply to the specific wilderness area.

(b) No mining operations shall be
conducted on Bureau-administered wil-
derness areas without an approved plan
of operations where required by sub-
part 3809 of this chapter.

(c) Holders of valid mining claims es-
tablished on any Bureau-administered
wilderness area before the date such
unit was included in the National Wil-
derness Preservation System shall be
accorded the rights provided by the
United States mining laws then appli-
cable to the public lands involved.

(d) Any person prospecting or locat-
ing a mining claim in a Bureau-admin-
istered wilderness area on or after the
date the wilderness area was included
in the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System, but prior to the date on
which the mining laws cease to apply
to that area, shall have the rights pro-
vided by the United States mining
laws, subject to the provisions of the
Wilderness Act and subsequent estab-
lishing legislation.

(e) All mining claimants shall com-
ply with the reasonable stipulations es-
tablished by the authorized officer for
the protection of resources in accord-
ance with the general purposes of
maintaining the National Wilderness
Preservation System unimpaired for
future use and enjoyment as wilderness
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